The Land League / the Boycott / and Mrs. O'Shea
which, according to her own faith, should have been enjoyed
only by Parnell* The lovers clearly were not prepared for
open avowal of their relationship because of the political
responsibilities which depended upon Parnell* He was now
nearly at the apex of his career, and firmly convinced that he
was destined to achieve Home Rule for Ireland* The revela-
tion of his relationship with a married woman would, as in
fact it did, prevent him from winning this victory for his
country, and even deprive his country of it altogether or
for a prolonged period* The rigid moralist will say, that
being so, he should have withdrawn from the relationship,
but the rigid moralist is hardly in a position to judge these
matters, since he has probably never had to endure such
a test* Man is a wayward being, and prone to mischance,
and when he is involved in concrete passions he rarely stops
to think about abstract principles* This much is certain,
that the political consequences of a blunt avowal of their
relationship weighed heavily on their judgment, and caused
Parnell and Mrs* O'Shea to conceal what otherwise they
would probably have revealed*
Some endeavour to excuse this incident by a denial of,
Captain O'Shea's ignorance, and they bring forward in
support of their disbelief the fact that Mrs* O'Shea, before
the divorce suit was heard, actually proposed to plead that
her husband had connived at her adultery with Parnell and
was himself guilty of adultery with her sister* But that plea
was not maintained, and we must accept her subsequent
assertion, made thirty-two years after the birth of ParnelTs
baby, that O'Shea believed, and had cause to believe, that
the child was his* It is unlikely that a sane woman would
deliberately blacken the character of the man to whom she
remained devoted until the end of her life if she were not
stating the truth* There is no way out of this miserable
business, unless we are prepared to assert that a high and